
Carver High School 

Carver High School was  the county’s only 1-12 school from1946 to 1968.  It was built to 
replace Scottsboro High School, the historically black high school in the county that was 
destroyed by fire. During its entire existence, it had one principal: Thomas Weatherly. 


The best short description of the school is from The Heritage of Jackson County, Alabama.


The school opened as a frame structure in 1947 and immediately became the center of social 
activities in the black community that required a large area. 


The 1950 “Know your Schools” features on all county schools gave an excellent profile of the 
school. The school was served by three busses that came from Woodville, Langston, and 
Stevenson.  George Edmundson, Mark Taylor, and J. T. Robinson were the trustees. Ten 
teachers covered all 12 grades and served all 251 students. The school was made up of one 
concrete block building with eight classrooms. They had no library and few classroom 
resources, like maps and charts. With their ten teachers, they supported all the course 
offerings required by the state, including music, physics, chemistry, algebra and geometry. 
Parker Campbell, the editor of the Jackson County Sentinel, donated a filing cabinet to each 
room. The auditorium was created by opening a folding door between two classrooms. Seating 
was created with folding chairs. The school had many needs, foremost among them indoor 
plumbing and lunchroom equipment. Colored Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts met after school at 
Carver.


In 1954, The Scottsboro Board of Education took over management of all city of Scottsboro 
schools, including Carver. Coverage of the school in Scottsboro newspapers improved after 
1954. The last graduating class was 1968 when Carver was integrated with Scottsboro High.




PA 22 Aug 1947 Carver’s auditorium was the location of a play 
presented by a “Huntsville Colored Troupe” on August 22, 1947, a 
play titled “Million Dollar Wedding. “The cast will include a number 
of talented Huntsville colored people and a section of the 
Scottsboro school auditorium has been reserved for white people.” 
Admission was 25 cents. (PA, Aug 21, 1947)


PA 30 Oct 1947: Carver was the site of the Jackson County colored 
teachers’ institute, held on November 1. The auditorium was also 
the site of the colored veterans meeting on November 6, Thomas 
Weatherly wrote in a notice.


PA 15 Jul 1948: Colored Teachers’ Institute met. Also met on Nov 
13 that year. And every year thereafter.


PA 7 Apr 1949: Carver High contributed $12 to the Red Cross as 
part of a county-wide drive.


PA 15 Dec 1949 Carver announced its basketball schedule.


PA 25 May 1950: Know your School features on all county schools 
gave an excellent profile of the school. The school was served by 
three busses that came from Woodville, Langston, and Stevenson.  
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George Edmundson, Mark Taylor, and J. T. Robinson were the trustees. Ten teachers covered 
all 12 grades and served all 251 students. The school was made up of one concrete block 
building with eight classrooms. They had no library and few classroom resources, like maps 
and charts. With their ten teachers, they supported all the course offerings required by the 
state, including music, physics, chemistry, algebra and geometry. Parker Campbell, the editor 
of the Jackson County Sentinel, donated a filing cabinet to each room. The auditorium was 
created by opening a folding door between two classrooms. Seating was created with folding 
chairs. The school had many needs, foremost among them indoor plumbing and lunchroom 
equipment. Colored Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts met after school at Carver.


PA, 17 Aug 1950: Like most other schools in the county, Carver served as a location for 
delivering medical testing and inoculations. 


PA 1 Mar 1951: The primary school put on a play, “Bo Peep’s Lost Sheep.”


PA 25, Aug 1951: A champaign was launched to raise money for “three Negro Scout Units” 
Neighborhood Den 119, with Thomas Weatherly as Cubmaster;  Troup 122 with R. J. Copeland 
as Scoutmaster; and Neighborhood Patrol 196 in Hollywood with Archie F. Stewart as 
Scoutmaster.


PA 21 Feb, 1952: The Colored Veterans Training Class presented a womanless wedding at 
Carver Auditorium on Feb 22.


PA, 18 Sep 1952 School Rug Exhibit: “The pupils of Carver High School of Scottsboro took 
run making as one project this year and the class made some beautiful runs and other woven 
articles of handwork. This exhibit is on display at the Mill Ends Store all week and the public is 
cordially invited to come and see it.”


PA, 26 Mar 1953: The school musicians performed at St. Elizabeth’s Missionary Baptist Church 
on April 3 as part of the Interracial Meeting of the Women’s Missionary Society.


PA 14 Jan 1954: Four young ladies were competing for the title of Miss Carver High. The honor 
was given to the young woman who raised the most money for items the school needed that 
were not provided by the board of education.


PA. 18 Mar 1954: The Scottsboro Board of Education took over management of all city of 
Scottsboro schools, including Carver. Also the State Vocational Trade School Choir held a 
concert at Carver High School under the direction of J. Henry Banks.


PA. Jul. 22. 1954: The opening dates for school were set for the first time by the city board of 
education. Carver High School was set to open on July 26. Opening times differed for school 
based on local needs, such cotton-picking season.


PA,Nov 11, 1954: The financial report for the Scottsboro Board of Education reported that 
$176.25 was paid as the janitor’s salary for G. W. Carver School.


PA, 24 Feb. 1955: The primary grades at Carver School presented the play “Hansel and Gretel” 
at the school auditorium, charging an admission of 15 and 25 cents.


PA 5 May 1955: “C. Lawrence Tucker, a patron of the George W. Carver High School was 
brought into Judge McCrary’s court for violating the school attendance law.” He was given a 30 
days suspected sentence provided his children be in school every day.
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PA 22 Dec 1955: The students at Carver High School raised $8.31 for the crippled children’s 
fund.


PA 23 Feb 1956: The 1st and 2nd grades of Carver School presented the play “Little Red 
Riding Hood.” The teacher was Mrs. Vivian C. Snodgrass. Admission was 15 center and 25 
cents.

 
PA 17 May 1956: Appointment of Dr. James Moultrie as superintendent of 
city school in Scottsboro had no impact on the administration of Carver 
School.


PA 21 June 1956: A summer city recreation program “is currently being 
worked out for similar activities for the colored children at Carver School 
and announcement will be made as soon as all necessary arrangements 
can be worked out.”


PA 15 Nov 1956: In City School news, several classrooms at 
Carver were recognized for their exceptionally high school 
attendance. with Mrs. Vivian Snodgrass’ 1st grade room 
having a 97.1 attendee rate. See article.  Similar high 
attendance rates were reported the next month.


PA, 20 Dec 1956: Jaycees held a Christmas party for needy children, at Caldwell 
for white children and at Carver for “colored children.”


PA 4 Apr 1957: Mrs. Lester Maynor presented a program “Carver School…A 
Source of Blessing” to the members of the Missionary Society at Calvary Baptist 
Church.


PA 11 Apr 1957: The members of the Carver High School Chapter of the New 
Homemakers of America planned a number of activities to celebrate the 
organization’s national week, including a clean-up day, an open house, a fashion 
show, and a banquet. Mrs. L. B. Weatherly is advisor to this group. See article.


PA 2 May 1957: Jackson County spellers took two top spots in the city and county 
District 1 competitions. Marva Joyce Helton of Hollywood Junior High won first 
place. Jean Tucker, a seventh grader at Carver High School, took 2nd place.


PA 16 May 1957: Robert Ezekiel, science and math teacher at Carver High, 
resigned at the end of the year because he was drafted into the 
armed forces.


PA 29 Aug 1957: Carver School teachers and enrollment for 
the 1957-58 school year. See article.


PA 3 Oct, 1957: The Carver School Home Economics Cub 
placed first at the Jackson County Fair in the Home Economics 
Division.


PA 5 Dec 1957: Jaycees planned a Christmas party at Carver 
School on December 20.
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PA 2 Jan 1958: The city put a notice on the front of the paper asking citizens to pass a bond 
issue proposed for vote on January 28 to improve facilities at Carver High School, Scottsboro 
High School, Central Elementary School, and Caldwell School. Hershell Finney on January 16 
said in a column, “If you didn’t see the picture Frank Lebourg took of Carver School you should 
hunt up a copy of Tuesday’s Sentinel and study them. Anyone who gave a little attention to the 
situation should realize that we must do something about it. As I have said before, we owe it to 
our children to give them good education.”


PA 23 Jan 1958: Carver Dragons won their second basketball game, defeating Councill 
Training School 52 to 44.


PA 27 Mar 1958: “Two young homemaking students took top honors at Carver High School’s 
Bake-Off March 14. A panel of judges chose Yvonne Weatherly’s cake and Willie Mae Smith’s 
face rolls as the best foods entered in the school’s first baking contest. According to Mrs. 
Weatherly, home economics supervisor, the two girls will receive trophy awards at a school 
ceremony, and their recipes will represent Carve High School in the state and possibly national 
competition. The judges for the Bake-Off were: Mrs. Boyd Turner, home economics supervisor 
at Scottsboro High School. Miss Bess Marshall, assistant home demonstration agent Jackson 
County, and Mrs. T. D. Snodgrass, Instructor, Carver High School. There were ten entries from 
the school with girls from grades 9-11 participating. The school Bake-Off Program is a special 
student feature of Pillsbury’s Tenth Grand National Recipe and Baking Contest.”


PA, 26 June 1958: Front page photo showing progress on the Carver School addition.


PA 17 Jul 1958: Public Housing Authority plans to build units “situated near Carver High 
School, with part of them being placed on the west side of North Houston Street and north of 
Poplar Street; and the ores section facing Mountain Street, between Poplar Street and Lemon 
Street.”


PA, 21 Aug 1958: City Schools opened August 25 with Thomas E. Weatherly continuing as 
principal of Carver High School.


PA 28 Aug 1958: Teachers and Enrollment for the 
1958-59 school year. See article.


PA 5 Feb 1959: Cornerstone laid for the new building at 
Carver. Picture is by Gist Studios too dark to use. 
Caption says, “Monday afternoon the cornerstones for 
Scottsboro High School and Carver High School were 
laid and City Council and school officials were present 
for the occasion. The Carver gym is already in use and 
the Scottsboro gym is almost ready. It is anticipated that 
it will be complete in every respect several days in 
advance of the district tournament. Shen above, form 
left, are Wyatt Stuart, Edwin Downey, Leonard Patterson, 
contractor; Superintendent Erskin Murphy, Dr. E. L. 
Trammel, Mark Skelton, C. O. Blackwell, Mayor John T. 
Reed, Robert Shook, Harold Pierce, Brad Shelton, and 
Lee Bishop.


PA 9 Apr 1959: Carver High School bake off contest 
winner announced. Yvonne weatherly was the winner.


4



PA 13 August 1959: Carver teachers for 1959-60 school year.  See article. Colored teacher 
institute was held at Carver Sept 5.


PA 4 Feb 1960: Thomas Weatherly, as spokesman for the Black community, 
requested that the Scottsboro City Commission provide a baseball field, 
swimming pool, and the recreational facilities for the Black community. See 
article.


PA 12 Nat 1960: Carver announces commencement exercises for May 15th with 
ceremonies included Class Nigh, Honor Day, and Commencement. James E. 
Clay was valedictorian of the class of 1960, and Yvonne D. Weatherly was 
salutatorian.


PA 18 Aug 1960: Faculty and teacher institute for the 1960-61 
school year. See article.


PA 6 Apr 1961: New electric appliances were installed in the 
home economics department of Carver Negro High School in 
Scottsboro.”


PA 13 Apr 1961: Carver New Homemakers of America club 
observed the organization’s national week with clean up day, 
open house, and a program for elementary and another for 
junior high students. Mary Finley and Mary Chatty, along with 
advisor Lucy Weatherly, attended the state leadership meeting 
in Tuskegee.


PA 27 Jul 1961: Registration and teacher institute set for the 
coming school year.


PA 10 Aug 1961: Faculty for coming school year named. See 
article.


PA 21 Sep 1961: Legal notice. Request for proposals for a classroom and toilet 
addition to the school, adding 2500 square feet to the school. W. J. Word received 
this contract and completed it, according to a notice in the April 19, 1962 Sentinel 
Age.PA 26 Oct 1961: “A report of Negro recreational activities during the past 
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summer was given to the Scottsboro city council Monday night and future plans for developing 
a more complete program for such octivities was outlined to the group  which appeared before 
the council. Archie F. Stewart, Negro teacher at Stevenson, acted as spokesman for the group, 
which is a recreation committee from Carver High School.” Plans were made for churches and 
the VFW to request funds of their membership. The committee was made up of Irene Jordan 
(chairman), Archie Stewart (secretary); Jeanette Snodgrass (treasurer); and Lawrence Finely, 
Earl Henry Sr., Richard Jordan, and Thomas E, Weatherly, members.


PA Nov 30, 1961: City county attempting to purchase 5 acres above Carver School for the 
recreation facility but the property owners made extra demands and caused a delay (Dec 14, 
1961)


PA 25 Jan 1962: Winter illness outbreaks cause widespread absenteeism.


PA 15 Feb 1962: Huntsville social security representations visited several schools talking about 
the Social Security Program, including Carver High School.


SA 3 Mar 1962: Thomas E. Weatherly, principal and teacher of mathematics at Carver High 
School, Scottsboro Negro school, has been 
named “teacher of the year” by the Jackson 
County and Scottsboro City Negro Teachers 
association. God biography follows.


SA 8 Mar 1962: Roy J. Williamson, a teacher 
at Carver High, presented the first place 
spelling trophy to Nancy Chitty. Second place 
went to Regina Poe; Besfanette Stewart 
received the third place trophy. (picture)


SA 12 Apr 1962: Delegation appeared before 
the city council appealing for definite plans for 
the Negro playground.


SA 26 Apr 1962: Carver Negro Seniors on 
Capitol Tour. Nineteen seniors participated in 
the senior trip. William L. Mayes, Carver 
English instructor, accompanied them on the 
trip. Those making the trip were: Mary Chitty, 
William Clay, Alvin Cobb, Charles Cobb, 
Martha Cotton, Bessie Craft, Marie Hopkins, 
Elizabeth Humphrey, Willie Hutchins, Stella 
Landsmen, John Morton, Arthur Matthews, 
Bobby Johnson, Sidney Johnson, Shirley 
Sexton, Grady Stewart, Elver Stevens, Margie 
Wisdom, and Luther Jacoway.


SA 10 May 1962: Thomas Weatherly appealed to Scottsboro dentists, chiropractors and other 
members of the medical profession to try and raise $2000 for laboratory equipment to be used 
at the school. T. T. Nelson stated that this amount would be matched by federal funds.


SA10 June 1962: Rabies vaccination clinic held at the school.
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SA 7 Oct 1962; Average daily enrollment at Carver was 302 in 1962 with a total enrollment of ; 
this year, it is 323.


SA Nov 11, 1962: The Carver High School FFA chapter remodeled three donated chemistry 
tables and placed them in the Scottsboro High School FFA woodworking shop.


SA 15 Nov 1962: The Harlem Magicians played the New York Olympians in a professional 
basketball team at the Scottsboro High School gym. Admission was $2 for adults and $1 for 
students in a fundraising event sponsored by the Lions Club. The two teams also played at 
Carver High School


SA 29 Nov 1962: Scottsboro Jaycees held a Christmas party for underprivileged children at 
Caldwell and Carver schools on December 20.


SA 6 Dec 1962: Carver is one of five area school participating in the Betty 
Crocker search for the American Homemaker of Tomorrow, a quest that 
includes $110,000 in college scholarships. Three winners from Jackson 
County were announced in February: Survinner Stevens from Carver; 
Nancy Carol Clemens from Scottsboro High; and Susan F. Swaim from 
Stevenson. (SA 10 Feb 1962)


SA 14 Mar 1963: The A. G. Gaston Spelling Bee for all four Negro schools 
in the county was held at Carver. Winner were pictured in the paper. Estes 
Smith from Carver won for the 4th grade.


SA 14 March1963: Rosa Johnson selected county teacher of the year.


SA 25 April 1963: A photo of the 26 members of the senior 
class at Carver as they left on a five-day trip to Washington.


SA 16 May 1963: Isiah Robinson was elected president of the 
Student Council at Carver School. See article.




SA 13 June 1963: Thomas Weatherly, for the 
fourth year, participated in the summer 
institute for high school science and 
mathematics teachers at Western Reserve 
University.


SA 16 June 1963: Carver teachers for the 
1963-64 school year. See article.


SA 11 Nov 1963: Archie Stewart and Thomas 
Weatherly featured in a Meet Your Principals 
column. Good profile of both men.
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SA 21 Nov 1963: Willie Mays named Carver High track and basketball 
coach.


SA 1 Dec 1963 County and City School Institute held at Carver. 
Administrators from the State Department of Education and principals 
(black and white) from all over the county attended this meeting.


SA 15 Dec 1963 Carver Dragons won two basketball games on the road, 
against Trinity of Athens and Councill in Huntsville. Leading scorers were 
Isiah Robinson, James Cothron, and William Lankford.
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1962 CARVER DRAGONS, FROM GREG BELL.  FRONT ROW 
KNEELING (L-R) - GEORGE F. TOLLIVER, KENNETH D. JOHNSON, 
ALVIN L.,COBB, ISAIAH ROBINSONBACK ROW STANDING (L-R) - 
ALLEN B. COTHRON (TRAINER), LEVI ELLISON, JAMES COTHRON, 
WILLIAM L. JOHNSON, CHARLES JOHNSON JR., BOBBY L. 
JOHNSON, CHARLES COBB, RICHARD JOHNSON (COACH)
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